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COWMWM SSI ONER W LHELM  Coral Wche?

(No response.)

COWM SSI ONER W LHELM  Denni s Howar d?

(No response.)

COM SSI ONER W LHELM  But ch Tanf?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Frances G ubaugh?

(No response.)

COW SSI ONER W LHELM  Cee, we did good to start.

Bill Biossat? |'m sorry if | butchered your nane,
sir. Thank you for being here, particularly today.

MR. Bl OSSAT: Thank you very nuch. Actual ly, |
enj oyed the Conmi ssion neeting in Biloxi yesterday, and | want to
thank you, M. Chairman, and the nenbers of the Comm ssion for
allowing ne to speak.

My name is WIIliam Biossat. I'"'m a 26-year |aw
enforcenment veteran, 23 years with the Louisiana State Police,
ten of those years was with the Organized Crine Intelligence
Division; also, | was director of gamng enforcenment for the
state police, the first deputy director of the Attorney General's
Ofice Gaming Division in Louisiana, and started up that Gam ng
Division, as well as the first executive director of the
Ri ver boat Gami ng Conmm ssi on.

| say that in that | think that nmy background gives

me maybe sone insight on illegal ganbling, the casino gam ng that
may be somewhat different than others may be. My current
position, |'m corporate director of Regulatory Relations for

Casino Anerican;, we own three of +the riverboats here in
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Loui siana, and we're proud to be the largest riverboat gam ng
operator in the state.

That being said -- and I'"mnot going to take up a | ot
of your tine because | know you've had a |ong couple of days and
the weather is what it is -- but | did want to nmake a few
coment s.

The State of Louisiana of course does have an
ext ensi ve background, |ong-term background with organized crine
i nvol venent; however, in the riverboat gamng industry or the
|l egal gamng industry in this state, the Louisiana State Police
does extensive background and suitability investigations on
gam ng operators, the enployees of the riverboats, and video
poker entities. Al so, there was a conment nade today, or a
guestion, | think, by M. deBueys about the vendors or that
organi zed crime nmay try to infiltrate casino gam ng through being
vendors, but our vendors are also subjected to background
i nvestigations by the Louisiana State Police, and they give us a
printout on who is permtted and who is not, and those are the
entities that we in fact do business wth.

In ny opinion, based on ny background in |aw
enforcement and as a gaming regulator, and from being in the
gami ng industry, is the biggest threat to the public health,
safety and welfare in this state, and probably in the country, is
from illegal ganbling which 1is wunlicensed, unregulated and
unt axed.

In 1989 when | was with the Louisiana State Police
Organized Crine Intelligence Section and a gam ng regul ator, we
conducted raids on illegal bookmeking operations in this state in
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a one-year period of tinme, and through records seized it was
docunented that there was over a billion dollars a year being
wagered in illegal sports bets in this state al one.

Also, we did extensive investigations and raids on

other illegal forns of ganbling which led to sonme of the
testinony that | provided to the Louisiana Legislature because
what | saw was that there were certain forns of ganbling that

could not be controlled and for it to be regulated, taxed would
be better for the public health, safety and welfare than | eaving
it to go on its own.

There was sone questions that cane up today regarding
why nothing is done about the illegal ganbling, and in this state
the problens were that there were virtually no crimna
penalties, as in a $250 fine and six nonths in jail, and if
sonmeone is doing a mllion dollars in illegal sports book in a
nonth, then the idea that you're going to hurt themwth a $250
fine is certainly |udicrous.

And there's been alnbst no prosecution from the
courts in illegal ganbling enforcenent over the years, and that
kind of led to ny idea and beliefs that |egalization and
regul ation of ganbling was probably better than |eaving things
the way they were with what we had to deal with at that tinme.

The casinos, | have found in this state, and probably
nationally, are very conpliance oriented. They go to great
lengths to ensure that they conply with the law, not only the
spirit but intent of the law, and they go to great lengths to
hire mnorities and wonen. In fact, in this state it's been a
great asset to wonmen and mnorities because they have been in
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ei ther nmuch | ower paying jobs or unenployed and now they in fact
do have decent, well-paying jobs and health insurance and the
things that go with that.

| know |'ve probably gone over the three mnutes. |
did want to make those few coments and | did give the witten
coments and | would hope that you do take the tinme to |ook at
them because | do feel |like wth ny background, ny perspective is
maybe different than sone that you nay have heard. Thank you
very much

COW SSI ONER W LHELM | assure you that we will | ook
at the witten submission and it will be shared with the other
commi ssioners. Thank you very much, M. Biossat, appreciate your

bei ng here.
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